
CH 222 Winter 2027:
Class Presentations FAQ: 

Instructions
FAQ = Frequently Asked Questions

Quick Summary: (details and dates found on the next pages)

Step One:
Reserve a Class Presentation Compound with the instructor via email - page xix-2

Step Two:
Complete the "Chemistry and the Library" assignment - page xix-3

Step Three:
Complete the Rough Draft Class Presentation paper after researching your class 
presentation topic.  The Rough Draft should have at least two typed pages (actual writing, 
not highlights or bulleted ideas), at least one peer reviewed science article abstract and 
citation and the Rough Draft Class Presentation cover sheet. - page xix-8

Step Four:
Give the Class Presentation to your class and submit the final Class Presentation 
paper.  Complete and submit the Class Presentation Reviewer Guide while watching 
presentations.  Start working on the the Post Class Presentations assignment - page xix-10

Step Five:
Submit the Post Class Presentations assignment - page xix-12

If you have any questions regarding these assignments, please email (mike.russell@mhcc.edu) 
the instructor.  Good luck on your Class Presentation! 
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The CH 222 Class Presentations - an Overview 

The Class Presentations provides students with an opportunity to explore a science topic in more detail than 
would normally be possible during the term.  You will research a science topic, then share your gathered and 
learned information with the class as a presentation and with the instructor as a paper. 

For CH 222, the topic will be the compounds.  Each student in CH 222 will create a Class Presentation on a 
specific compound.  Additional online information on the Class Presentations for CH 222 can be found here: 

	 http://mhchem.org/cp222info 

Complete the following five steps to do well on this assignment! 

 
• Step One: Reserve a Class Presentation Compound with the instructor via email (10 

points) 

Each student of CH 222 will present on a different compound, so reserve your compound soon with the 
instructor as soon as possible.  You can reserve an compound by emailing the instructor 
(mike.russell@mhcc.edu), and a response should be returned within one business day. 

You can see which compounds have been reserved (and which are still available) using this link: 

	 http://mhchem.org/cp222 

The deadline for reserving an compound via email is Friday, January 22 at 9 AM.   

Once you have a class presentation compound reserved, start researching your topic.  You can (and should) use 
Peer Reviewed sources (see Step Two, below), but you may also use other sources (the Internet, Google, etc.)  
You will be preparing a paper on your compound and presenting your work to the class in a short (five minute) 
presentation. 

If you have any questions, talk to or email the instructor! 
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• Step Two: Complete the "Chemistry and the Library" assignment (10 points) 

The professional science literature consists of thousands of research articles which have been peer reviewed by 
other professionals in the field to assess accuracy.  Non-peer reviewed articles are to be avoided - they may 
contained biased or incorrect information which leads to false concepts and 'fake news.' 

Students at Mt. Hood Community College can access and search peer reviewed science articles using several 
subscription-based databases for free, and these articles can and should be used in your Class Presentation.  To 
access these databases, use the following: 

	 https://libguides.mhcc.edu/chemistryguide 

Enter your MHCC MyMHCC Portal username and password if asked.   

Once the website has been accessed, select Subject Databases (on the left), then, under "Chemistry Databases", 
select either ScienceDirect College Edition or Academic Search Complete.  These are both wonderful 
databases for searching peer reviewed science articles.... use either or both of them for success on your 
assignment. 

Within either database, use the Search field to search your class presentation topic (ie your compound) to find 
peer reviewed science articles. then search for your class presentation topic.   You can also search by author, or 
journal, etc.... explore! 

When you find a relevant peer reviewed science article, you need to cite the article appropriately with enough 
information so other scientists could look up the article later.  Your article citation should include the author(s), 
year of publication, journal title, title of paper, page number(s), volume of journal, etc.  A DOI (Digital Object 
Identifier) is also required in a citation if available.  The databases will often include a "Cite" hyperlink which 
will save a proper citation for you... very cool! 

The "Chemistry and the Library" assignment can be found starting on the next page.  Completing the 
"Chemistry and the Library" assignment should be relatively easy once access to the databases has been 
secured. 

"Chemistry and the Library" Due Dates: 

• Section L1:  Monday, January 25 at 1:10 PM 
• Section L2:  Wednesday, January 27 at 1:10 PM 
• Section L3:  Tuesday, January 26 at 8:30 AM 

If you have any questions, talk to or email the instructor! 
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Chemistry and the Library - page 1 of 3  
Finding, Evaluating, and Using Scholarly Literature for your Class Presentation 

  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Name: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Include first and last name 

Part 1 – Can you find an article if you are given the citation? 
  
Below are two citations to articles found in the MHCC library database (here is the chemistry specific library 
site, http://mhchem.org/libchem).  If you are off-campus, you will see a log-in page that asks you for your last 
name, MHCC ID number, and your PIN. (The default PIN is your 10-digit phone number, including the dashes.)  
If a username and password are required, use your MyMHCC Portal credentials. 

Select "Subject Databases" to see the Databases offered by the MHCC library.  Locate the full-text (no-cost) 
copies of the 2 articles using the MHCC library databases and answer the following questions.  If you’ve never 
used the library databases before, you may want to watch this videotaped Zoom session with a MHCC librarian. 
  

Article #1: 
Khcharem, A., Souissi, M., Atheymen, R., Ben Mahmoud, L., & Sahnoun, Z. (2022). Effects of caffeine 

ingestion on 8-km run performance and cognitive function after 26 hours of sleep deprivation. 
Biological Rhythm Research, 53(6), 867–877. https://doi.org/10.1080/09291016.2020.1778975 

Article #2: 
Popova, M. B., Kazinskaya, I. E., Myasnikov, I. Y., & Novikov, A. P. (2026). Speciation and Bioaccumulation 

of Neptunium and Plutonium in Floodplain Soils and Sediments. Radiochemistry, 68(1), 69–79. 
https://doi.org/10.1134/S1066362226010091 

1.     For Article #1 
a.    Which database from the library did you use?  (For example, Academic Search Complete, 

Access Science or EBSCOhost) 

  
b.     Write the first sentence from the Abstract of this article. 

  
  

2.     For Article #2 
a.     Which database from the library did you use? 

  
b.    Write the first sentence from the Abstract of this article. 
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Chemistry and the Library - page 2 of 3 

Part 2 – Evaluating academic literature for value to your presentation. 
  
In Chemistry 222, students complete a class presentation on an compound. 

List the compound you chose for your class presentation:  ___________________________  

Using the library’s resources (not Google, Bing, etc.), find 2 full peer-reviewed articles that discuss research on 
or using your chosen compound that was published between 2010 and the present.  For each source, s state the 
title of the article, the database used and provide a full citation (APA format) for each article.   If you google 
“APA citation generators”, you will discover websites that will do all the work and generate the citation for 
you.   In addition, if you are searching within the MHCC library databases, there is a citation tool that you can 
use to format your references.  Also, view page xix-7 below for a simple APA format overview for journal 
articles. 

1.     Article 1 Title: 

a.     Database used:   

  

b.     Citation: 

  

  

  

2.     Article 2 Title: 

a.     Database used:   

  

b.     Citation: 
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Chemistry and the Library - page 3 of 3 

Part 3 – Finding non-research or popular press resources. 

In addition to peer-reviewed journal articles, some reputable science magazines in publication discuss topics in 
a language more suitable for the general public (i.e. – Science, Scientific America, Popular Science, Science 
News, New Scientist, Chemical Engineering News).   Use the MHCC library or internet to find two sources 
from non-research journals with information about the compound you chose in Part 2.  I recommend using the 
"Popular Magazines (Gale OneFile)" search engine (located under "General Databases"). Also, view page xix-7 
below for a simple APA format overview for magazine articles. 

1.     Article 1 Title: 

a.     How and where did you find this article? 

  

  

b.     Provide a full citation (APA format): 

  

  

  

  

2.     Article 2 Title: 

a.     How and where did you find this article? 

  

  

b.     Provide a full citation (APA format). 
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How to Cite a Journal Article (Print or Online) in APA Format 

Articles differ from book citations in that the publisher and publisher location are not included. For journal 
articles, these are replaced with the journal title, volume number, issue number and page number. A DOI is a 
"Digital Online Identifier" and should be included if available. The basic structure is: 

 

Journal Article Examples: 

Mitchell, J.A. (2017). Citation: Why is it so important. Mendeley Journal, 67(2), 81-95 

Mitchell, J.A. (2017). Citation: Why is it so important. Mendeley Journal, 67(2), 81-95. Retrieved from https://
www.mendeley.com/reference-management/reference-manager 

Mitchell, J.A. (2017). Citation: Why is it so important. Mendeley Journal, 67(2), 81-95. https://doi.org/10.1111/
hex.12487 

 	

How to Cite Magazine Articles (Print or Online) in APA Format 

The basic structure is as follows: 

Author surname, initial(s). (Year, month day). Title. Title of the Magazine, pp. 

Magazine Article Example: 

Mitchell, J.A. (2017). How citation changed the research world. The Mendeley, pp. 26-28 

For more information on citations, see the Class Presentations Citation Guide: http://mhchem.org/cg 

Page xix-  - / The Class Presentations FAQ7

https://www.mendeley.com/reference-management/reference-manager
https://www.mendeley.com/reference-management/reference-manager


• Step Three: Complete the Rough Draft of the Class Presentation Paper (20 of 100 points) 

During the 6th week of the term you will be submitting a Rough Draft of your Class Presentation Paper to the 
instructor.  Ideally this will be the paper in a mostly complete format; but at the very least, the Rough Draft will 
include at least two typed pages of text (no bulleted lists or outlines) with at least one peer reviewed abstract 
and citation should be submitted.  Make sure you use a professional citation form for your article; at the very 
least, it should include the author(s), year of publication, journal title, title of paper, page number(s), and 
volume of journal (a DOI should be included if possible as well.) 

The peer reviewed abstract and citation should be on a separate page at the end of your Rough Draft.  The peer 
reviewed abstract and citation should not be part of the writing of your paper.  You can include the results of the 
abstract in your writing, but not the abstract itself.  Do not include other references on the same page as your 
peer reviewed abstract and citation! 

The Rough Draft also should include the (mandatory) Rough Draft Cover Page stapled to the front of this 
assignment.  The Rough Draft must be completed when turned in for full credit.  The Rough Draft Class 
Presentation form for CH 222 can be found on the next page as well as here: 

	 * http://mhchem.org/rd2  

The Class Presentation Rough Draft Paper is worth 20 of the 100 points for the entire Class Presentation. 

So, to summarize: 

• This assignment is worth 20 points out of the 100 points assigned to the Class Presentation assignment. 
• Include at least two typed pages of your Class Presentation report with this form (more is fine!) 
• Include at least one abstract from a peer reviewed scientific article with a proper citation included (more 

is fine!)   
• Place the abstract and citation at the end of your paper on a separate page.  Do not use the abstract as 

part of your writing, and do not place other references with the abstract and citation. 
• The Rough Draft Cover Page needs to be completed and stapled to the top of this assignment.  Note that 

the Class Presentation paper also needs a cover page, but you will make that yourself (do not use the 
Rough Draft Cover Page for your final paper.) 

"Class Presentation Rough Draft" Due Dates: 

• Section L1:  Monday, February 8 at 1:10 PM 
• Section L2:  Wednesday, February 10 at 1:10 PM 
• Section L3:  Tuesday, February 9 at 8:30 AM 

If you have any questions, talk to or email the instructor! 
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Name:  _______________________________________________ 

CH 222 CLASS PRESENTATIONS ROUGH DRAFT COVER PAGE 
Staple this form to the top of your Rough Draft Class Presentation Paper for full credit 

 

CH 222 Section:  

Reserved Compound: 

 

Directions:  

• This assignment is worth 20 points out of the 100 points assigned to the Class Presentation assignment. 
• Include at least two typed pages of your Class Presentation report with this form (more is fine!) 
• Include at least one abstract from a peer reviewed scientific article with a proper citation included (more 

is fine!)  Place these at the end of your paper on a separate page. 
• This page should be stapled to the top of the other pages in this assignment to avoid a five-point penalty 
• Your final paper should have a cover sheet (which will be created by you) and should include your 

compound (as the title) and your name 

Helpful Resources: 

• The CH 222Z Class Presentation Frequently Asked Questions handout:	 http://mhchem.org/faq2 
• The CH 222Z Citation Guide: 	 	 	 	 	 	 http://mhchem.org/cg 

Class Presentation Rough Draft Paper Due Dates: 

• Section L1:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 February 8 at 1:10 PM 
• Section L2:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 February 10 at 1:10 PM 
• Section L3: 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 February 9 at 8:30 AM 

Section L1:  The final Class Presentation paper is due at the time of your presentation on Monday, March 1 at 
1:10 PM. 

Section L2:  The final Class Presentation paper is due at the time of your presentation on Wednesday, March 3 
at 1:10 PM.  

Section L3:  The final Class Presentation paper is due at the time of your presentation on Tuesday, March 2 at 
8:30 AM. 
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• Step Four: Complete the Final Class Presentation Paper and Give Your Class 
Presentation (80 of 100 points) 

Now it is time to compile the research on your compound that you have collected in to both a paper (for the 
instructor to read) and a presentation (which you will give to your class.)  Information on both can be found 
below. 

I.  The (final) Class Presentation paper: 

Prepare a Class Presentation paper that is at least five full pages of text on your reserved compound.  Diagrams, 
pictures, and other graphics are wonderful, but you will need five full pages of writing for complete credit.   

The paper should include: 

• A separate cover sheet with the title of your presentation and your name.  
• The paper must be neat, typed, referenced, and interesting to read; spelling and grammar will count.   
• The paper must use a "reasonable" font and font size (Times New Roman, Arial, etc. with size 12 or less) 
• The paper must use 1" margins or less (I will measure!) and no more than "one and a half" spaced type (less 

than double spaced.) 
• A separate page with at least eight references will near the end of your paper.  References within the paper 

and at the end should adhere to the "Class Presentations Citation Guide" (found here: http://mhchem.org/cg)  
Use a separate page for references; do not include them on the same page as your writing (or the peer 
reviewed articles and citations.) 

• Include at least two recently published peer reviewed scientific articles that include a reference to your 
compound.  Include the abstracts of these papers with your final Class Presentation paper (but do not 
include the entire paper to avoid a point penalty.)  See Step 2 of the Class Presentations FAQ for more 
details. 

For an example Class Presentation paper (showing what the instructor is looking for in terms of format and 
layout), see the following:  

	 	 http://mhchem.org/expaper 

II.  The (actual) Class Presentation: 

You will be creating a five-minute presentation on your chosen subject which you will give during recitation to 
your peers during your class. The presentation must be well prepared and interesting; sloppy preparation shows 
in the presentation portion. Students can use videos, presentation software (PowerPoint, etc.), posters and chalk 
to enhance their presentation.  Presentation software users will be limited to a maximum of six slides; more 
invokes a penalty. 

Please note that using your paper (or a copy of your paper) during the presentation will result in a ten point 
penalty. Note cards can and should be used, but do not use the entire paper. 
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III.  The Grading Rubric for the Class Presentation 

There are 100 points total for this project.  Of the 100 points, 40 points will reflect the work presented in the 
paper, 40 points will reflect the work done in the presentation, and 20 points will be given for completing the 
Rough Draft Class Presentation paper (Step 3 of the Class Presentations FAQ.) 

During the Class Presentations, it is imperative to keep notes as to what is being presented.  You will be 
required to turn in the (instructor provided) Class Presentation Reviewer Guide at the end of the Class 
presentations to avoid a 10 point penalty.  Also, you should look at Step 5 of the Class Presentations FAQ for 
information on the Post Class Presentations Assignment. 

Late class presentations will result in a five-point penalty per day.  The paper and the presentation must be 
completed for credit on this assignment.  Plagiarism discovered from any source will result in a total Class 
Presentation grade of zero. 

A sample Class Presentation Grading Rubric is available for viewing on the CH 222 website (http://
mhchem.org/cgr1)  The rubric will allow you to look at the items deemed most important when grading your 
Class Presentation. 

If you do not attend your regularly scheduled Class Presentation date and time for any reason, you will be 
unable to complete the Reviewer Guide and the Post Class Presentations Assignment, and an additional ten 
point penalty will apply to re-schedule your presentation.  Being late to class on the day and time of your Class 
Presentation will also result in a point penalty.... so plan on attending your scheduled Class Presentation date 
and be on time to avoid any complications. 

Class Presentations will be held on the following dates and times: 

• Section L1:  Monday, March 1 at 1:10 PM in AC 2501 
• Section L2:  Wednesday, March 3 at 1:10 PM in AC 2501 
• Section L3:  Tuesday, March 2 at 8:30 AM in AC 2607 

If you have any questions, talk to or email the instructor! 

p.s. Here is a 'last minute check list' to look over before your actual presentation: https://mhchem.org/cpcs 
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• Step Five: Complete the Post Class Presentations Assignment (10 points) 

During the Class Presentations you should take some notes on the various Class Presentations in order to 
complete not only the Class Presentations Reviewer Guide (see Step 4 of the Class Presentations FAQ) but also 
the Post Class Presentations Assignment. 

To complete the Post Class Presentations Assignment: 

• On the front page, write down the topics (i.e. compounds for CH 222) used for the Class Presentations in 
order of their presentations (do not forget to include your own presentation!) on the front page.  

  
• On the back page, provide a hand-written summary (not typed) of the Class Presentations from your 

perspective.  Which class presentation did you like best (and why)?  Did any of the presentations inspire you?  
What did you learn from the Class Presentations?  A 200 word maximum limit is required for this part of the 
assignment. 

"Post Class Presentations Assignment" Due Dates: 

• Section L1:  Monday, March 8 at 1:10 PM 
• Section L2:  Wednesday, March 10 at 1:10 PM 
• Section L3:  Tuesday, March 9 at 8:30 AM 

If you have any questions, talk to or email the instructor! 
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Post Class Presentations Assignment	 	 	 	 Name (first and last): 
	  
You must be present during the Class Presentations to receive credit on this assignment.	 Use this form to avoid a point penalty. 	  
 
List the class presentations given in order.  You can use the subject topic presented (ie an compound or compound, etc.) and/or the 
presenter's name in the space below.  Make sure to include your own presentation in the order, below.  You may not need to enter 
information for each number below depending on how many presentations are given in your class. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 
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In the space below,  provide a hand-written summary of the Class Presentations from your perspective.  Which class presentation 
did you like the best?  Why?  Which class presentation did you like the least? Why?  (200 words maximum.) 
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