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What is a PDF File?What is a PDF File?

PDF stands for the Adobe Portable
Document Format

PDF files maintain the author's
intended look - identical layout,
fonts, links, images, etc. - regardless
of viewing hardware and software
(Windows, Mac, Linux, Palm, etc.)

Viewing PDF files is free using Adobe
Acrobat reader (and in browsers)

Lots of security features available
(digital signatures), accessibility OK
(Version 5), excellent compatibility
with previous versions



What is Adobe Acrobat?What is Adobe Acrobat?

Adobe AcrobatAdobe Acrobat  (which is different
from the Adobe Acrobat reader)
allows you to create PDF filesallows you to create PDF files
from Word, PowerPoint, Internet
Explorer, Photoshop, etc. - from
any program which you can print!

Easy to create PDF filesEasy to create PDF files, , can spruce
up PDFs if required (links,
accessibility, etc.)

Can incorporate multimedia, email
and Web links, much more

Can allow for paperless offices



How to Create PDFs at MHCCHow to Create PDFs at MHCC

MHCC Library: Library will create class
handout PDF files for free, usually less than
24 hours turn around time

Adobe Website Online: about $9.99/month
(http://createpdf.adobe.com)

Online Education Reseller: about $60 for
Adobe Acrobat (http://www.journeyed.com)

Buy From Adobe: about $250 for Adobe
Acrobat (http://www.adobe.com/store)

http://creeatepdf.adobe.com
http://www.journeyed.com
http://www.adobe.com/store)


Why Create PDFs?
n Create webpage documents

without HTML - Syllabus,
PowerPoint notes, quiz answers,
lab manuals, etc.

n Store entire websites for offline
viewing

n Publish brochures for programs,
events

n Produce slideshows with pictures,
multimedia for poster sessions, etc.

n Paperless grading when combined
with an electronic tablet



Conversion Example:

Example of a brochure created for the Web using
Microsoft Word's "Save as Web Page" (HTML)

option and viewed in Internet Explorer



Conversion Example:

Example of a brochure created for the Web using
Adobe Acrobat (via Microsoft Word) and
viewed as a PDF file in Internet Explorer



PDF Examples: Creating Classroom 
    Documents

Creating PDF files is similar to
printing a document, and a variety
of document types can be
converted to PDFs (Word, Excel,
PowerPoint, Photoshop, etc.)

PDF files can be made quite secure,
preventing copyright
"transgressions" if desired.

Examples:
Chemistry 222 Syllabus
Chemistry 221 PowerPoint Notes

http://classes.mhcc.edu/enh/ch221_mr/pdfTLC/222SyllW03.pdf
http://classes.mhcc.edu/enh/ch221_mr/pdfTLC/Ch02PPT.pdf


PDF Examples: Archiving Websites
Adobe Acrobat does more than

simply create PDF files.  For
example, it allows you to store
entire websites for offline
browsing.

Archived website PDF files can be
quite large, but they make nice
reading material for non-wireless
airplane trips!

Examples:

The WRAP Website
The TLC Grant Website

http://classes.mhcc.edu/enh/ch221_mr/pdfTLC/WRAP.pdf
http://classes.mhcc.edu/enh/ch221_mr/pdfTLC/TLCG.pdf


PDF Examples: Brochures
Adobe Acrobat allows for the

creation of multimedia-rich
brochures which can be linked to
internet sites for additional
options.

Acrobat incorporates JavaScript and
other tools for possible rollover
buttons, interactive form data, and
much more.

Examples:
WRAP Brochure
Gresham Speech Therapy Brochure

http://classes.mhcc.edu/enh/ch221_mr/pdfTLC/WRAPPromo11.pdf
http://classes.mhcc.edu/enh/ch221_mr/pdfTLC/GSTBrochure2.pdf


PDF Examples: Slideshows
Adobe Acrobat can incorporate a

variety of file formats to create
stunning PDF files.

One application is to make a
slideshow of digital pictures,
possibly to be used at a poster
session, promotional trade show,
etc.

Example:

Nature Scenes Slideshow

http://classes.mhcc.edu/enh/ch221_mr/pdfTLC/SlideShow.pdf


PDF Examples: Paperless Grading
Grading electronic papers has been

hampered by the lack of a "pen" for
scribbling notes, encouragement,
mistakes, etc.

PDF files in Adobe Acrobat have
ample reviewing possibilities,
and if an electronic tablet is used,
handwritten notes may be
included on top of the "base"
document.

Example:
A Sample CH 222 Lab Report

http://classes.mhcc.edu/enh/ch221_mr/pdfTLC/MMLabGradedExample.pdf
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